
Understanding this is important because:  
What do historians do?   How do historians think and write?  Understanding these will help our students to approach 
their work in a spirit of enquiry and to become confident with the second order concepts of chronology, cause and 
consequence, continuity and change and significance.  

Key Skills:
● Meta-cognition - learning to think like a 

historian
● Complex/multi-step problem solving - learning 

to approach and tackle an historical enquiry
● Intellectual confidence and oracy - learning to 

express well-informed historical opinions

Assessment:
Summative: 

● Knowledge test - historical terms and 
chronology

Formative: 
● Diagnostic quizzes, Socratic questioning, 

homework

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Resilience reading: Article: Why was 900 

years of European history called 'the Dark 

Ages'?  

● What is a historian?  Can you complete the 

challenges and think like a historian?

● Spartacus Educational - great for homework

● On This Day - learn something new today!

Prior Learning

● KS2 history: Romans / 
Anglo-Saxons / Vikings

Next Learning

● Life in Medieval England - applying 

the concepts of chronology, 

continuity and change

● Assessing the impact of different 

groups and influences on the 

British identity over time

Cross Curricular Links:
● Geography and TPE

Finding Connections With:
● The history of international migration 

to Britain

● How different religious groups have 
made Britain their home
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Year 7 - History - Topic 1 - What is History? 

‘The Big Picture’: 

● What is history?

● How do historians find out about the past?

● Who are ‘the British’?

● Why have different groups of people migrated here over the 

centuries? What evidence is there that Vikings came to Wirral?

● Do the ‘Dark Ages’ deserve this nickname? 

Key Vocabulary / Terms:
History - the study of the past

Source - something which provides information about the past

Primary source - provides original, first-hand information on an event, topic, or era 
from that period in time

Secondary source - not produced at the time but uses information from primary 
sources and helps us to build up a clearer picture of the past (like your school 
textbooks)

Interpretation - a way of explaining events in the past 

Migration - the movement of people from one place to another

The ‘Dark Ages’ - a term that has been traditionally used to describe the early 
medieval period in Europe, after the fall of the western Roman Empire 

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

https://www.historyhit.com/why-were-the-early-middle-ages-called-the-dark-ages/
https://www.historyhit.com/why-were-the-early-middle-ages-called-the-dark-ages/
https://www.historyhit.com/why-were-the-early-middle-ages-called-the-dark-ages/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztnvgk7
https://spartacus-educational.com/
https://www.onthisday.com/


Understanding this is important because:
The developments of this period have had a profound effect on Britain and the world;  without the artistic, scientific, 
political and literary innovations of the Renaissance, Europe may not have progressed towards the Enlightenment - this is 
the era of Machiavelli, da Vinci, Luther, Galileo, Newton and Shakespeare.

Key Skills:
● Critical/logical thinking - making inferences 

from primary sources
● Big picture thinking - understanding broad 

concepts such as ‘progress’
● Intellectual confidence - formulating 

evidence-based historical arguments
● Enquiry - assessing the utility of historical 

sources

Assessment:
Summative: 

● CCT enquiry and knowledge-based tests
Formative: 

● ongoing and diagnostic feedback; ‘purple 
pen’ improvements

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Why the Renaissance happened in Italy - 

resilience reading: challenge yourself!

● The Importance of the Renaissance - St John's 

College, Cambridge - improve your understanding

● Uffizi Gallery - virtual tour - discover great works 

of art!

● Bitesize Resources - great for homework

● Spartacus Educational - great for homework

Prior Learning
● Migration
● The Medieval Church
● Medieval life in towns and villages
● Medieval art and literature
● International trade in the Middle Ages 

and the ‘known world’

Next Learning

● The Age of Revolution - how 

Enlightenment ideas contributed to 

revolutions in England, France and 

America, and the expansion of 

trade laid the foundations for the 

industrial revolution

Cross Curricular Links:
● TPE, Geography, Art, Science

Finding Connections With:
● Understanding theological differences

● The colonisation of the ‘new world’

● Renaissance art & scientific ideas
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Year 8 - History Topic 1 - Renaissance & Reformation

‘The Big Picture’: 

● Why is this period known as the ‘Renaissance’ and what 

factors brought this about?  

● How did the Renaissance affect science and the arts?

● What was the most important development of the 

Renaissance period? 

● Why did the Reformation happen?

● What impact did the Reformation have on English life?

● How did the Americans come to be colonised and who 

were the first settlers? 

● What were the ‘push / pull’ factors that drove European 

migration to the colonies? 

● How ‘modern’ was the Early Modern period?

Key Vocabulary / Terms:

Renaissance - the rebirth of classical ideas about art, literature and 
science

Protestantism - branches of Christianity that rejected the corruption 
and extravagance of the late medieval Catholic Church and 
emphasised the Bible as the sole source of religious authority

Colonialism - the taking over of an already populated area of land by 
another country

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

https://www.historyhit.com/reasons-why-the-renaissance-began-in-italy/
https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/library/influence-renaissance#:~:text='Renaissance'%20means%20're%2D,challenged%20medieval%20beliefs%20and%20ideas.
https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/library/influence-renaissance#:~:text='Renaissance'%20means%20're%2D,challenged%20medieval%20beliefs%20and%20ideas.
https://www.virtualuffizi.com/explore-the-uffizi.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://spartacus-educational.com/


Understanding this is important because:
This will build upon students’ prior learning on concepts such as colonialism and nationalism, whilst also providing them with a 
vocabulary and framework for analysing a range of long and short term causes and consequences.  Students will analyse the geo-politics 
and decision-making which brought Europe to the brink, and consider if war could have been avoided at any point. 

Key Skills:
● Linking: Big-picture thinking 

● Seeing alternative perspectives

● Analysing: critical or logical thinking 

● Chronology / causes / consequences / 

significance

Assessment:
Summative: 

● Extended writing to justify their explanation 
of why war broke out in 1914

Formative: 
● ongoing feedback, class discussions and 

targeted questioning, diagnostic  quizzes

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Watch: The Approach of War Part 1

● Watch: The Approach of War Part 2

● Listen: History Hit: How the First World War 

began

● Read: How the World Went To War in 1914

● Read: Was War Inevitable in 1914? 

Prior Learning
● Growth of empires 
● Industrialisation 

Next Learning

● The nature of war on the Western 

Front

● Medicine on the Western Front 

● Consequences of World War One 

and the inter-war years 

Cross Curricular Links:
● Geography, English Language

Finding Connections With:
● European mapwork and alliances
● Persuasive writing

D
EVELO

PIN
G

 TO
M

O
RRO

W
’S LEAD

ERS

Year 9 - History - Topic 1 - Causes of the First World War

‘The Big Picture’: 

● Why had tensions emerged between the European 

powers by the early 20th century? 

● What were the key features of the Triple Alliance and the 

Triple Entente?  Which alliance was the stronger? 

●  Why did events in Sarajevo, 28th June 1914 prove to be a 

catalyst for the outbreak of war? 

● How important were different factors for the outbreak of 

war in 1914?  (Assessing significance with justification). 

● What was the response in Britain to the outbreak of war? 

What tactics did the government use to raise support?

Key Vocabulary / Terms:  Find and learn…

Militarism

Alliances

Imperialism

Nationalism 

Black Hand Gang

Dreadnought

Schlieffen Plan

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

http://youtube.com/watch?v=H8bdLamOuDc&list=PL54cFFXWPkoGRfQSZXi11wzhYpqK0MOJa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRa0IyZr_GU&list=PL54cFFXWPkoGRfQSZXi11wzhYpqK0MOJa&index=2
https://shows.acast.com/dansnowshistoryhit/episodes/howwwibegan
https://shows.acast.com/dansnowshistoryhit/episodes/howwwibegan
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/how-the-world-went-to-war-in-1914
https://www.historyhit.com/was-world-war-one-inevitable/


Understanding this is important because:
The Middle Ages saw very little change in medical knowledge, beliefs or practice for a variety of reasons, including the role 
of the Church, lack of government involvement and limited scientific understanding of the wider world.  Also, medieval 
beliefs about illness and disease influenced attempts at both  prevention and treatment in this period. 

Key Skills:
● Connection finding between different time 

periods
● Big picture thinking about factors which 

prohibit progress
● Precision in explaining why there was little 

progress

Assessment:

Summative: 
● Knowledge test and past paper questions

Formative: 
● ongoing feedback both verbal and written

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● GCSE Bitesize - Medicine in Britain, 

1250-present

● Medieval Medicine

● Knowledge Organiser for revision

Prior Learning

● Prior KS3 study of medieval life 
(including medicine)

● The medieval Church and beliefs  - 
What mattered to medieval people? 

Next Learning

● Renaissance Medicine

● The importance of the work of 
Andreas Vesalius and William  
Harvey

Cross Curricular Links:
● Religious Studies 

Finding Connections With:
● The influence of the Church on 

medieval medical writings, beliefs and 
practices 
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Year 10 - GCSE History Paper 1 - Medieval Medicine

‘The Big Picture’: 

● What did people in the Middle Ages believe about the causes 

of disease as well as how to prevent and treat it?

● How did people respond to the Black Death?

● Why was there so little medical progress during the Middle 
Ages?

● Who performed medical treatments during the Middle Ages?

Key Vocabulary / Terms:
Also revise key individuals (Hippocrates, Galen etc.

Miasma - Bad air thought to cause disease

Four Humours theory -  Blood, black bile, yellow bile and phlegm 
are four components of the human body which, when imbalanced, 
cause disease 

Theory of opposites - Disease should be treated by rebalancing the 
humours through opposites (i.e. if a patient had too much blood and 
was therefore hot and dry, they should be given something cold and 
wet)

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zppr4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zppr4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfkt6g8/revision/1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17A4UURK9CX2gVamcn4zrfYgx4Oa7fLnU/view?usp=sharing


Understanding this is important because:
This helps to explain why there was such a violent contest for the throne in 1066; England was a wealthy country based on 
agriculture and trade, with a well-organised social and legal system.  This topic is also important as it will provide the basis 
for a comparison with England in 1088 - to what extent did the Norman Conquest change England? 

Key Skills:

● Resilience - learning and applying new vocabulary 

● Precision - following guidance for successful writing 

● Self-regulation - developing good study habits for 

effective learning 

● Automaticity - acquiring and using ‘fingertip 

knowledge’ 

Assessment:

Summative: 
● Past paper questions

Formative: 
● Low stakes quizzes and ongoing feedback

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Watch: The Power of the Anglo-Saxon 

Monarchy  (also see The Power of Saxon 

Earls and Saxon Society in the same series)

● Read: The Rise and Fall of the House of 

Godwin - Michael John Key

● Revise: BBC Bitesize: Life in Anglo-Saxon 

England

Prior Learning

● KS3  - Dark Ages or Bright Ages? 

● KS3  - the battles of 1066 and the 

Norman Conquest

● Extended writing skills 

Next Learning

● Saxon rebellions, 1066-71

● Establishing Norman control, 

1066-71

Cross Curricular Links:
● Geography, Religious Studies, Law

Finding Connections With:
● The Earldoms of Saxon England 
● Saxon law and order
● The Saxon Church 
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Year 11 History Paper 2 - The Final Years of Saxon England 

‘The Big Picture’: 

● How powerful were Saxon kings? 

● What was the role of the Witan? 

● How was Anglo-Saxon society organised?

● What were the main features of Saxon law and order? 

● Why was the House of Godwin so important?

● How influential was the Church in Saxon England?  

● Why was the Crown of  England such a desirable prize in 1066?

This exam paper focuses on AO1 and AO2 - knowledge, 

understanding and explanation - and students will practise 

their exam skills alongside content, with a particular focus on 

timing and technique as they move through Year 11. 

Key Vocabulary / Terms:

Earl                                              Tithing

Aetheling                                      ‘Hue and cry’

Ceorl                                            Shire Reeve

Villein                                          Wergild

Fyrd                                             Trial by ordeal

Housecarls                                 Danelaw

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m49KDUOC2wA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m49KDUOC2wA
https://www.historyhit.com/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-house-of-godwin/
https://www.historyhit.com/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-house-of-godwin/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8f4mnb/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8f4mnb/revision/2


Understanding this is important because:
 An analysis of the key ideological changes and methods of  government from the Marxist-Leninism of 
post-revolution USSR through to the Brezhnev bureaucracy will reveal weaknesses that later contribute to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union.

Key Skills:

● ANALYSING: Key turning points

● BIG PICTURE THINKING - Continuity / change 

across the whole period

● INTELLECTUAL CONFIDENCE - developing oracy 

in debates and transferring to written work

Assessment:

Summative: 
● Knowledge test; past paper questions

Formative: 
● On-going feedback on essay plans

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Access your Historical Association Student 

Account for articles, podcasts and exam tips, 

including Russia and the USSR - a series of 

podcasts by Simon Brown 

● Non-fiction: A People’s Tragedy - Orlando 

Figes 

● Film: The Death of Stalin (2017)  

Prior Learning

● GCSE: rise of dictatorships and Cold 

War

● A Level Pre-Course material 

● Mao’s China: establishing Soviets in 

the 1920s

Next Learning

The Soviet Economy, 1917-85; 
modernisation, stagnation, decline 

and the fall of the USSR

Cross Curricular Links:
● MFL 

● Government and Politics

Finding Connections With:
● Russian
● Ideologies 
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Year 12 - History - Paper 1 - Soviet Government, 1917-85

‘The Big Picture’: 

● How similar were the Soviet leaders of this period  in their 

approach to government?

● To what extent were the nationalities represented from 

Sovnarkom through to Brezhnev’s constitution?  

● Did any features of the Bolshevik Revolutionary Government 

stay in place after 1924? 

● How was a one-party bureaucracy established in the USSR?

● To what extent was terror a continual feature of government 

across this period? 

● Soviet government under Brezhnev - ‘developed socialism’ or 

stagnation? 

Key Vocabulary / Terms:

*Keep your own glossary of new words, names, places, events etc as 
you progress through the course and try to use them accurately and 
relevantly in your written work.

SOVNARKOM         CONSTITUTION      MARXISM         

POLITBURO            ZHENOTDEL            LENINISM         

PRESIDIUM             BUREAUCRACY     SOCIALISM         

GERONTOCRACY   CENTRALISATION COMMISSAR  

NOMENKLATURA            CONGRESS                        SOVIET      

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised



Understanding this is important because:
this topic provides students with the crucial foundational knowledge and language for understanding why this century was 
one of such upheaval, instability and violence and this will be further enhanced by their concurrent depth studies as they 
progress through their Paper 3 course.  

Key Skills:
● Automaticity - students will quickly learn 

foundational knowledge and chronology to support 
their learning for this unit

● Resilience - reading 15th century sources for 

meaning; accurately deploying a range of new 

vocabulary and concepts

● Big Picture Thinking - always considering the whole 

period from 1399-1509

Assessment:
Summative: 

● short knowledge quizzes;  past paper 
questions

Formative: 
● On-going feedback - verbal and written

Curriculum Enhancement: 

● Fiction: The Daughter of Time - Josephine 

Tey

● Fiction and TV drama: The White Queen - 

Philippa Gregory 

● Non-fiction: The Plantagenets: The Kings 

Who Made England

● Watch: The King In The Car Park

● Listen: In Our Time: The Wars of the Roses

Prior Learning

● Depth study 1 - the crises of 
1399-1405 - studied alongside this 
breadth topic

● KS4 Medicine in Britain: the Black 
Death

Next Learning

Royal Finances, 1399-1509

The role of Parliament 

Foreign Policy 1399-1509

Cross Curricular Links:
● Government and Politics

● English and Drama

● Law 

Finding Connections With:
● Monarchy, parliament; statutes; 

Shakespeare
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Year 13 - History Paper 3 - Kingship and Nobility, 1399-1509

‘The Big Picture’: 

● What were the key features of ‘personal kingship’ in the 

medieval period? 

● How did the Black Death affect the social structures of 

medieval England? 

● What can historians learn from the Pastons about 15th century 

England? 

● Why were the events of 1399 so significant? 

● Was the system of maintenance more of a benefit or a threat 

for kings in this period? 

● Breadth topics range across the whole period from 1399-1509 

so students will need to quickly learn the relevant monarchs 

and their reigns, along with other significant figures and events 

to ensure they develop secure knowledge and chronology - a 

crucial foundation for the rest of the Paper 3 course. 

Key Vocabulary / Terms:

Personal kingship                        Favourites      

Nobility                                         Usurp / usurper / usurpation      

Gentry                                           Overmighty subjects

System of maintenance             Undermighty kings

Retinues / Retaining                   Acts of Attainder / attainted 

Livery                                             Factions       

‘Curriculum is content structured as 
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

● Academically challenging
● Ambitious and stimulating
● Vertically integrated
● Breadth and depth
● Rigorous and coherent  
● Relevant and personalised

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8QDa1zuUd4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546sp

