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Year 12 - G&P: UK Democracy and Participation

Understanding this is important because: it will be examined in its own right on Paper 1, but will also inform
responses to questions on Paper 2 and 3. Students need to be able to describe the emergence and development of the
UK’s democratic system and explain the similarities, differences, connections and parallels between direct and indirect
democracy. They need to be able to evaluate the role pressure groups play in representative democracy and the extent

to which rights are protected.

Key Skills:

Meta-Thinking
Linking
Analysing
Creating
Realising

Assessment:
Summative:
e SFTs
Formative:
e  Practice exam questions
e  Pressure group presentations

‘The Big Picture”:

The features of direct democracy and representative democracy
and their similarities/differences.

Identifying key milestones in the widening of the franchise and
explaining the work of the movements that campaigned to
extend it, past and present.

Examining how different pressure groups exert influence and
evaluating their methods via case studies of at least two different
pressure groups.

Comparing the work of other collective organisations and groups
(think tanks, lobbyists and corporations) and evaluating their
influence on government and Parliament.

Identifying major milestones in the development of rights in the
UK and exploring the debates around them. Evaluating the work
of two contemporary civil liberties pressure groups.

Prior Learning A

e Students will have explored a variety
of political, social, cultural and
economic issues, both in the UK and
abroad, as part of the Key Stage 3
and 4 Personal Development
learning journey. This will also have
involved looking active citizenship
i.e. rights and responsibilities. GCSE
History students will also have
looked at elections and
characteristics of democracy.

Next Learning

e  How representative democracy
works in large, modern states e.g.
aggregation of views/political
choice via political parties. The
impact of political parties on the

political process. v

Curriculum Enhancement:
. TLDR News
° BBC News
e  C(Classic texts:
e  Plato’s, ‘Republic'.
° Locke’s, “Two Treatises on Government’

° Politics - Tutor2U

° Politics Review/

Key Vocabulary / Terms:

Legitimacy Franchise / suffrage
Direct democracy Pressure groups
Representative democracy Think tanks
Pluralist democracy Lobbyists

Democratic deficit Civil rights / liberties
Participation crisis HRA

Parliamentary Sovereignty Supreme Court.

Cross Curricular Links:

e  Suffragettes/Suffragists, Weimar
democracy, comparison with
one-party states

Finding Connections With:
e Law- Rightsin the UK
e  Economics - influence of big business

‘Curriculum is content structured as
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

Academically challenging
Ambitious and stimulating
Vertically integrated
Breadth and depth
Rigorous and coherent
Relevant and personalised



https://www.youtube.com/@TLDRnews
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.tutor2u.net/politics
https://www.hoddereducationmagazines.com/magazines/politics-review/
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Year 13 - G&P: US Constitution and Federalism

Understanding this is important because: the codified constitution of the US underpins all aspects of the
political system. It is also important to understand how the constitution was amended and why it is difficult to now do
so in a country of 50 diverse states. The Bill of Rights (including links to federalism) is also essential to US democracy,
but although entrenched, is not always enforced equitably and is inextricably linked to the work of the Supreme Court.

Key Skills:
e Meta-Thinking
e Linking
e Analysing
e Creating

e Realising

Assessment:
Summative:
e SFTs
Formative:
e  Practice exam questions
° Presentations (Bill of Rights, Federalism)

‘The Big Picture”:

e Describing the nature of the US Constitution and explaining
its key features e.g. federalism, limited government/checks
and balances, partisanship.

e Exploring the extent of separation of the US branches of
government and analysing the significance of enumerated,
concurrent and reserved powers.

e Explaining the impact of significant constitutional
amendments e.g. Bill of Rights, explaining the formal
constitutional amendment process and evaluating its
strengths and weaknesses.

Identifying the main characteristics of US federalism and
explaining the changing relationship between federal and
state governments.

Evaluating the extent to which the the US remains truly
federal and the extent of democracy within the US
Constitution.

Prior Learning

e InYear 12 students were taught
about the UK Constitution,
Devolution and the Human Rights
Act. These will be compared with the
US system in the 12 marks
questions in Section A of the exam.

Next Learning

e  Students will look at Congress,
which is the focus of Article | of
the Constitution.

Curriculum Enhancement:

° The National Constitution Center

° Films e.g. The 13th, Lincoln

° PBS News Hour

° Washington Post

e  Online teaching:

° Crash Course: US government and politics

Key Vocabulary / Terms:
Constitution Limited government
Codification/entrenchment Separation of powers
Partisanship Bill of Rights
Checks and balances

Enumerated, concurrent and reserved powers,
‘Elastic Clause’,

Federalism, dual federalism, cooperative federalism,
kaleidoscopic federalism

Cross Curricular Links:

e  History: US War of Independence
e Law: Constitutional Law and rights

e  Geography: Diversity of the US
states.

‘Curriculum is content structured as
narrative over time’ (Counsell,C)

Academically challenging
Ambitious and stimulating
Vertically integrated
Breadth and depth
Rigorous and coherent
Relevant and personalised



https://constitutioncenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@PBSNewsHour
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrk4oY7UxpQ&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOfse2ncvffeelTrqvhrz8H

